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1 . SUMMARY: THE CONCEPT OF INDIVIDUAL HUMAN RIGHTS AS UNDER- 
STOOD IN THE WEST IS FOREIGN TO IRAQ; NO LEGAL SAFEGUARDS 
PROTECT IRAQIS FROM ARBITRARY ARREST, TORTURE, AND, IN SOME 
CASES, SUMMARY EXECUTION. WITH AT LEAST FOUR SEPARATE AND 
COMPETING POLICE ORGANIZATIONS, THE MAINTENANCE OF A CLIMATE 
OF FEAR THROUGH ARBITRARY DETENTION AND TORTURE IS AN INSTRU- 
MENT OF STATE POLICY. AMONG THE THIRTY ARTICLES OF THE UNI- 
VERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, IN PRACTICE IRAQ RESPECTS 
ONLY ARTICLE 4, WHICH PROHIBITS SLAVERY AND THE SLAVE TRADE. 

IN SHORT, WHILE THE PRESENT REGIME ASPIRES TO ELIMINATE 
DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF RACE, RELIGION, OR CLASS 

AND SEEKS TO PROVIDE EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL ITS CITIZENS, 
INDIVIDUALS ARE ESSENTIALLY EQUAL NOT BEFORE THE LAW BUT 
BEFORE THE ARBITRARY POWER OF THE GOVERMENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE PRESENT IRAQI REGIME ASSERTS THAT THE 1971 INTERIM 
CONSTITUTION PROVIDES THE LEGAL FOUNDATION FOR ITS RULE. 

WHILE THE SECTION CONCERNING THE "BASIC RIGHTS AND DUTIES" 

OF IRAQI CITIZENS GUARANTEES MOST OF THE RIGHTS LISTED 

IN THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS, "ANY ACT OR 
CONDUCT WHICH AIMS AT BREAKING THE NATIONAL UNITY OF THE 
MASSES OF THE NATION...OR AGGRESSION ON THEIR PROGRESSIVE 
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MOREOVER, ALLOWS THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMAND COUNCIL TO "A) PRO- 
MULGATE LAWS AND RESOLUTIONS WHICH HAVE THE POWER OF LAW AND 
B) TO ISSUE RESOLUTIONS REQUIRED BY THE NECESSITIES OF APPLY- 
ING THE PROVISIONS OF THE ENFORCED LAWS". 

3. SECRECY SURROUNDS ALL ACTIONS BY THE POLICE AND, FOR 
THAT MATTER, ALMOST ALL ACTIVITIES OF THE GOVERMENT. IT IS, 
THEREFORE, IMPOSSIBLE TO OBTAIN A COMPREHENSIVE PICTURE OF 
THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH HUMAN RIGHTS ARE VIOLATED. USINT 
HAS HEARD RUMORS OF MOST OF THE VIOLATIONS REPORTED IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST SECTION OF THE 1975-76 AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
REPORT. MOREOVER, ACCORDING TO SOME INFORMANTS, 30 TO 40 
THOUSAND IRAQI KURDS HAVE BEEN DEPORTED FROM THEIR TRADITIONAL 
HOMES IN THE NORTH AND FORCIBLY RESETTLED IN THE SOUTH OF IRAQ. 

WE KNOW THAT SOME USINT EMPLOYEES HAVE BEEN ARRESTED AND 
TORTURED, AND WE ARE INFORMED THAT DETENTION FOR LONG PERIODS 
WITHOUT TRIAL IS COMMON AND THAT PEOPLE ARE SOMETIMES EXECUTED 
FOLLOWING SECRET TRIALS. 

4. WE HAVE HEARD THAT THE REGIME HAS BEEN CONCERNED ABOUT 
ARBITRARY ABUSE OF POLICE POWER AND HAS ASSIGNED THE RESPON- 
SIBILITY FOR LIMITING THE ABUSE OF POLICE POWERS TO THE 
MUKHABARAT, THE MOST POWERFUL POLICE/INTELLIGENCE ORGAN- 
IZATION. THE CHIEF OF THE MUKHABARAT REPORTS DIRECTLY TO 
SADDAM HUSSEIN AND NOT TO THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR WHO 

IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE REGULAR POLICE. CAPRICIOUS EXERCISE 
OF POLICE POWERS IS COMETIMES DEALT WITH BY SEVERE PUNISHMENTS 
FOR THE OFFENDING OFFICIALS. 

5. THE BAATH REGIME IS STILL INSECURE AND SEEKS TOTAL POLITICAL 
CONTROL. IT WILL NOT GRANT ANY HUMAN RIGHTS WHICH IT PER- 
CEIVES AS AFFORDING PROTECTION TO POTENTIAL POLITICAL 
OPPONENTS. ON THE OTHER HAND THE REGIME HAS MADE CONSIDERABLE 
EFFORTS TO ELIMINATE RACIAL AND RELIGIOUS DEISCRIMINATION 

AND TO PROVIDE EMPLOYMENT, HOUSING, EDUCATION, SOCIAL SECURITY, 
AND AN ADEQUATE STANDARD OF LIVING, INCLUDING FOOD, CLOTHING, 
HOUSING.MEDICAL CARE, AND THE BASIC SOCIAL SERVICES TO THE 
PEOPLE OF IRAQ. WHILE INDIVIDUALS DO NOT HAVE RIGHTS AS WE 
KNOW THEM, THE REGIME BELIEVES THAT THE IRAQI PEOPLE, "THE 
MASSES", HAVE A RIGHT TO A BETTER MATERIAL STANDARD OF LIVING. 
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6. SINCE IRAQ SEVERED DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED 
STATES IN 1967 AND PUBLICLY CONCEMNS U.S. POLICIES, THE INTER- 
ESTS SECTION HAS LITTLE LEVERAGE TO EXERT ON THE GOI ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES. 
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